
 
Sermon Based Study Guide 

Hebrews: Jesus is Better 
 

Hebrews 1:1-4 – Why Jesus Is Better: The Intro 
August 28, 2016 – Todd Nighswonger 

 
Leader’s Guide: Do not feel like you need to use all these questions for your CG discussion. Pick and 
choose what you think would be best for your group. After listening to the sermon, you may have 
your own points for discussion.  

Here is the link to the sermon podcasts and archives of these Study Guides: 
http://cornerstonesimi.com/#/resourcesmediaclasses 

______________________________________ 

1. Go around the group and have everyone briefly share how this passage in Hebrews helped your 
view of Jesus get bigger. Be specific. 

 
2. Why is it better to have God’s communication come through Jesus than the many and varied 
ways it come through the Old Testament prophets? Discuss the nature of communicating God’s 
message through the prophets compared to the nature of communicating God’s message through 
Jesus.  

 
3. Think about the idea that Christ was Messianic Heir and Messianic King. How does Jesus’ 
“heirship” and “kingship” make Christ bigger? How does growing in our understanding of this help 
fight the fatigue and fear of life? Explain. 

Refer to Hebrews 1:2b, 3d--whom he appointed the heir of all things…. he sat down at the right 
hand of the Majesty on high… 

 
4. Look at Hebrews 1:2c, 3d. These passages emphasize Jesus’ “creative work” and “redemptive 
work.” How does focusing on Jesus as the Creator and Redeemer allow us to see Christ as bigger? 
How does our understanding and growth in this help us to combat falling away? Explain. 

Refer to Hebrews 1:2c, 3d--through whom also he created the world…. After making purification for 
sins… 

 
5. Finally, look at Hebrews 1:3a, b. There are three major realities that are addressed in this 
passage: (1) Christ as the One who radiates, (2) Christ as the one who images, and (3) Christ as the 
One who sustains. Todd explained that these terms are unique in the way they describe how Christ 
displays the Triune God. Why do you suppose that the writer of Hebrews included these into the 
mix as the means of encouraging struggling believers? Explain. 

 Refer to Hebrews 1:3a, b--He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, 
and he upholds the universe by the word of his power. 
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